
§ 1602.15 Submitter's rights process. 

(a) When LSC receives a FOIA request seeking the release of confidential commercial

information, LSC shall provide prompt written notice of the request to the submitter in order to

afford the submitter an opportunity to object to the disclosure of the requested confidential

commercial information. The notice shall reasonably describe the confidential commercial

information requested, inform the submitter of the process required by paragraph (b) of this

section, and provide a reasonable time period for the submitter to respond.

(b) If a submitter who has received notice of a request for the submitter's confidential commercial

information wishes to object to the disclosure of the confidential commercial information, the

submitter must provide LSC within the time period set forth in the notice, a detailed written

statement identifying the information which it objects. The submitter must send its objections to

the Office of Legal Affairs or, if it pertains to Office of Inspector General records, to the Office of

Inspector General, and must specify the grounds for withholding the information under FOIA or

this part. In particular, the submitter must demonstrate why the information is commercial or

financial information that is privileged or confidential. If the submitter fails to respond to the

notice from LSC within the time period specified in the notice, LSC will deem the submitter to

have no objection to the disclosure of the information.

(c) Upon receipt of written objection to disclosure by a submitter, LSC shall consider the

submitter's objections and specific grounds for withholding in deciding whether to release the

disputed information. Whenever LSC decides to disclose information over the objection of the

submitter, LSC shall give the submitter written notice which shall include:

(1) A description of the information to be released and a notice that LSC intends to release the

information;

(2) A statement of the reason(s) why the submitter's request for withholding is being rejected; and

(3) A specified disclosure date, which must be a reasonable time after the notice.

(d) The requirements of this section shall not apply if:

(1) LSC determines upon initial review of the requested confidential commercial information that

the requested information should not be disclosed;

(2) The information has been previously published or officially made available to the public; or

(3) Disclosure of the information is required by statute (other than FOIA) or LSC's regulations.

(e) Whenever a requester files a lawsuit seeking to compel disclosure of a submitter's

information, LSC shall promptly notify the submitter.

(f) Whenever LSC provides a submitter with notice and opportunity to oppose disclosure under

this section, LSC shall notify the requester that the submitter's rights process under this section

has been triggered. Likewise, whenever a submitter files a lawsuit seeking to prevent the

disclosure of the submitter's information, LSC shall notify the requester.




